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Book Revihw 

Ric.iiarp P. Wundt^ri in tincl Bruck F. FIanshn. 2000. Flora of Florida, Voliiinc I. 

Pteridophyies and Gymnosperms. (ISBN 0-8130-1805-6, hbk.). University 

Press of Florida, 15 NW 15'*^ Street, Gainesville, FL 32611-2070, U.S.A. 

(Orders; vvvvw.upf.coin). $49.95, 384 pp, 8 biSrvv photos, 68 drawings, bib- 
liography, index, 7" x 10". 

"hlorci oj hloriclci, VolufJic /, is the lirst oi a proposed eight-volume comprehensive relcrence to the 
more than 3,800 vascular plants, native and non-native, known to occur growing wild in the state.” 
I his |3rovides standard botanical treatments lor all lamilies, genera, and s['>ecies ol the lerns and 
gym nosperms, i ncluding keys, descript ions, nomenclature, il lustra t ions, and summary in format icm 
on habitat and geographic distribution. Introductory chapters, good lor the whole Flora ol Florida 
.series, provide overviews ol the physical setting, vegetation, and botanical exploration ol the state. A 
number ol excelUmt biographical capsules lorm part ol the ‘biographical exploration' chapter. At 
theend are 1 iterat ure Cited. General Index. Index toCominon Names, and Index toScientilic Names. 

Its ob\'ic9usly imusual that two separate volumes dealing primarily with the lerns and fern 
allies ol Florida appear the same year, but the treatments are largely eotnplementary and the an- 
thorsobviously were in communication, as Cul Nelson pro\’ided some ol thedust jacket PR commen- 
tary lor the \\VN:1 1 volume: ‘This important addition to the botanical literature of Florida and the 
eastern I’nited States will be welcomed by prolessional and amateur botanists and field biologists 
throughout the region. W'&ll include 132 species and Q h)'brids; there are various dillerences in 
taxonomic interpretation at the species, genus, and family le\'els between the two treatments, but 
they cover essentially the same species. 

In contrast to the Nelson vc^lume, VV'NrH provide longer aiul more dctailcLl technical rlescrip- 
lions, detailed and formal synonymy, keys to all genera with more than a single species, and a line 
drawing (habit and details, placed with the text j ol one species lor each genus. Fhink ol the WNrH 
x'olume as the technical com|3anion t(7 the Nelson volume—a serious pteridedogist in the Southeast 
surely will want both books. Ol course, it would have been good (from mv point ol view) to have all 
the inlormation in a single volume. Gymnosperms are covered onlv in the VVNrll volume. -(mv 
Nesum, B(flaniccil Research lns( il ule of lexas, 50^-^ Pecan Si reel, ! ori \Vur//i, 1 X 7SI02-4060. U.S.A. 


SIDA 19(3): 700. 2001 


